Forestry Watch Survey Report
Coupe Number:TN005D
Location: Florentine
Date: 15/14/2020
Coupe Snapshot:
Size:
Forest type:
Percentage old growth
Natural Values:

23.14 ha
Year to be logged:
2019
Rainforest with old eucalyptus overstory
38%
Old-growth, rainforest, swift parrot habitat, masked owl habitat,
numerous hollow-bearing trees, high carbon storage capacity,
waterways present, karst present, three potential giant trees
identified

Introduction
Forestry Watch has conducted two citizen science surveys of Section 2 of coupe TN005D on the 4th
and 12th of April, 2020. This coupe was selected by the team due to its high percentage of oldgrowth and the potential for good quality habitat, as well as evidence of karst features in the soil
geology.
Location
TN005D is located in the Florentine Valley in South Western Tasmania, an ecologically significant
area rich in biodiversity. The location of the coupe relative to Maydena is shown below in Figure 1.

Figure 1: Location of Coupe TN005D
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Vegetation
TN005D is listed as Eucalyptus obliqua forest over rainforest by TASVEG 3.0. Section 2 of TN005D has
no evidence of past human disturbance, indicating old growth forest (approximately 38%).
There were several high-volume trees identified within Section 2, some of which are among the
largest known trees of their species. Of note, there were three Eucalyptus obliqua with a diameter at
breast height (DBH) of over 5 m, as shown below in Figure 2.

Figure 2: Location and dbh of trees surveyed
At least one of these trees appears to have the tags moved to include this tree in the coupe, and the
GPS coordinates from the survey indicate that this tree is outside of the coupe. It is recommended to
retag or verify the tagging follows the coupe boundary accurately.
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Three transects were used for an unbiased calculation of habitat tree density (locations shown in
Figure 2). The calculated density of large trees are tabulated below.
Density of Large Habitat Trees dbh >150cm
60 per ha

Density of Medium Habitat Trees dbh >100cm
66 per ha

Geology
In Section 1 of the logging coupe, Limestone has been identified as shown in the images in Figure 3.
This has been missed by the Forestry Practices Officer and is not mentioned in the Forest Practices
Plan.

Figure 3: Limestone identified in several locations around Section 1 of coupe TN005D

3

The CFEV Karst layer on ListMap identifies that the entire coupe of TN005D has potential for Karst
features, as shown below in Figure 4. Preliminary desktop research by the assigned FPO should
include reference to the Karst Atlas and Tasmania Geoconservation Database.

Figure 4: CFEV Karst layer overlay with coupe TN005D
Several potential sinkholes have also been identified in the logging remains of Section 1 of TN005D,
which supports the desktop findings of Karst features within the coupe. Photos are included below in
Figure 5.

Figure 5: Potential sinkholes in Section 1 of coupe TN005D
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Survey findings:
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

Giant trees within coupe, with three trees over 5m DBH
Incorrect boundary tagging to include giant trees within the harvest area
Limestone and karst features present, which have been missed by FPO, FPP and workers
Potential sinkholes in clearfell
Old growth forests
High quality swift parrot and masked owl habitat
High quality habitat present for a variety of other non-threatened species
High density of fallen trees providing habitat and stored carbon

Conclusion:
There are several trees within the tagged boundary that have a DBH of greater than 5m. These trees
have volumes of over 280 cubic meters, which would classify them as giants under the Sustainable
Timber Tasmania’s Giant Tree Policy (June 2018). Some of these trees may also be outside the coupe
boundary, with tagging potentially adjusted to include these trees. It is recommended a detailed
assessment of the tagging accuracy is undertaken.
It is also evident from the surveys that the forests within this coupe contains excellent habitat. This is
due to the presence of large old-growth trees, which contained numerous hollows. These large oldgrowth trees are also of very low economic value. Forestry Watch recommends that these forests are
protected in order to protect wildlife and the large volume of stored carbon within this forest.
Finally, our survey shows that the FPO has missed several key geological features in the logging coupe
TN005D. Forestry contractors have continued logging despite the presence of these features, and
failed to alert the FPA upon finding limestone and potential karst features.
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