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Forestry Watch Survey Report  

Coupe Number: HP032A 

Location: Dover, Southern TAS  

Date: December, 2020  

Coupe Snapshot:  

Size: 52 ha  

Year to be logged: 2022 

Percentage old-growth: 0%  

Year actually logged: 2010 onwards 

Introduction  

Forestry Watch conducted a survey in coupe HP032A on the 6th December 2020 to assess 

adherence to the Forest Practices Plan (FPP) and Forest Practices Code (FPC) by contractors 

that partially harvested the coupe in late 2010. The remainder of the coupe is to be logged in 

2022. This coupe was selected by the team due to previous operational breaches by 

contractors operating within state forests.  

Survey findings:  

An alleged breach to the FPP was recorded: 

● Single tree retention compliance failure – multiple trees over 1m DBH have 

been logged 

Conclusion:  

Based on the findings of this survey, a significant breach has occurred during operations 

in the coupe HP032A, indicating non-adherence to threatened species prescriptions and 

state laws by harvesting contractors, as well as insufficient monitoring and enforcement 

actions by the Forest Practices Authority.  

© Forestry Watch 2020. Location maps throughout this report are representative only; for precise GPS 

coordinates, see the appendices. All satellite imagery used throughout is sourced from The Land 

Information System Tasmania (LIST).  
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1 INTRODUCTION  

1.1 Survey Brief  

Forestry Watch conducted a survey on the 6th December 2020 in coupe HP032A to assess 

adherence to the Forest Practices Plan (FPP; 2010) and Forest Practices Code (FPC; 2015) by 

contractors that have partially harvested the native forest coupe (Figure 1).  

The coupe HP032A is located entirely within the Swift Parrot (Lathamus discolor) Important 

Breeding Area (SPIBA). 
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Figure 1 Map showing location of coupe HP032A, Southern Tasmania. Red zones denote boundaries of the coupe, and yellow zone denotes location of survey.
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1.2 Purpose and Scope  

The purpose of this report is to assess compliance of harvesting operations with the FPP and 

FPC within coupe HP032A. Specifically, the project includes the following:  

• Assess FPP and ground-truth management practices;  

• Measure fallen trees to see if any swift parrot nesting trees (> 1m DBH) have been felled 

during operations; and 

• Reporting, including field survey methods and results.  

The scope of this report extends to a review of FPP and FPC adherence within the harvest 

area. Please note that the scope does not extend to an assessment of adherence to other 

FPP prescriptions. For example, the requirement to retain all Eucalyptus globulus over 40cm 

DBH was not assessed given the difficulty of identifying logged tree species. Furthermore, this 

report does not include a natural values assessment or impacts of non-adherence to 

management practices.  

The geographic projection system used in this report is GDA94 Zone 55.   
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2 BACKGROUND  

The coupe HP032A is located within Southern Forest SPIBA. Given the importance of this area 

to swift parrots, the following prescriptions were applied to logging operations within coupe 

HP032A to mitigate the impacts of logging on swift parrot foraging and nesting habitat (FFP; 

2010): 

Swift Parrot 

The area of pure E. globulus forest south of the coupe has been specifically excluded from the 

operation as potential swift parrot foraging and nesting habitat. The landscape reserve around 

Mount Esperance has also been extended to include E. globulus dominant forest. In addition 

the following will also apply within the coupe:  

• Retail all E. globulus dominated patches greater than 1 ha in size (protect foraging 

habitat) 

• Retail all E. globulus >40 cm DBH (protect foraging habitat) 

• Retail all eucalypts >100 cm DBH (protect potential nesting trees) 

The above prescriptions were in place between 2010 (when the FPP was originally created) 

and 2015 (when the FPP was varied to allow for logging of E. globulus up to 80 cm DBH and E. 

globulus over 100 cm DBH with FPO approval). Part of HP032A was logged in late 2010, with 

the remainder of the coupe planned to be logged in 2022.  

Forestry Watch conducted a survey to assess adherence to the original swift parrot 

prescriptions, given swift parrots are listed as critically endangered under the federal 

Environmental Protection and Biodiversity Conservation (EPBC) Act. The predominant threat to 

swift parrot population decline is habitat loss (Allen M, et al. 2018; Webb, M. et al. 2018). 
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3 SITE ASSESSMENT  

Forestry Watch surveyed coupe HP032A on 6th December 2020. Personnel identified harvest 

boundaries were different on the FPP and the STT “Three Year Plan”, however the coupe 

outline on the FPP has not been updated.  

1.3 Habitat Tree Retention Assessment  

1.3.1 Methods  

Tree stumps circumferences have been measured at breast height (~1.3m from ground 

level) to assess if any trees >100 cm DBH had been fallen. Where trees were found on the 

ground, the base of the cut was measured. GPS coordinates were captured where non-

compliances were identified.   

E. globulus >40 cm DBH were not assessed given the uncertainty for species identification 

from stumps.  
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1.3.2 Results  

Three logged swift parrot habitat trees (>100 cm DBH) were piled on landing #4 (Figure 2; 

Figure 3). The trees measured 137 cm DBH, 120 cm DBH and 100 cm DBH (Figure 4), 

resulting in a direct breach of the FPP. For exact GPS coordinates please refer to Appendix 2. 

 
Figure 2 Location of logged swift parrot habitat trees, found piled in Landing #4. 

 
Figure 3 Piled logs at Landing #4 
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Figure 4 Three swift parrot habitat trees measuring >100 cm DBH. 
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Three eucalyptus tree stumps were found that were >100cm DBH (Figure 5). The trees measured 125 cm DBH, 117 cm DBH and 

105 cm DBH, resulting in a direct breach of the FPP (Figure 6). 

 
Figure 5 Location of logged swift parrot habitat trees. 
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Figure 6 Swift parrot habitat tree stumps measuring over 100 cm DBH.
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4 CONCLUSIONS 

Forestry Watch has identified a significant and important breach of the FPP for HP032A. The 

spatial extensiveness of this breach indicates a systemic disregard by contractors for the 

retention of critically endangered swift parrot habitat.  

Retention of all swift parrot habitat is essential to help the long-term survival of the species 

(Webb et al. 2018). Not only is the Tasmanian state government permitting the logging of trees 

within the Swift Parrot Important Breeding Area, but the trees intended for retention are also 

logged. 

It is of the opinion of Forestry Watch that the retention of mature trees within a coupe is an 

insufficient management strategy for the swift parrot. Forestry Watch recommends an 

immediate cessation to native forest logging within the Swift parrot core breeding range.  

Given the data provided within this report and the severity of breaches in regards to logged 

trees critical for swift parrot habitat, Forestry Watch urges the FPA to investigate the alleged 

breaches and systemic disregard by contractors for the retention of critically endangered swift 

parrot habitat. Furthermore, we urge the FPA to review and amend the current management 

strategies to cease the loss of habitat for the swift parrot. 
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5 APPENDICES  

Appendix 1. Operational Summary 
 

Date Personnel Time Wind Cloud Rain Notes 

6/12/2020 Jack 
Annie 

1130 – 1200 W 10 knots 8/8 5 mm Compliance 
assessment 

 

Appendix 2. GPS Location of points in figures 

Name Easting (m) Northing (m) 

Landing 501948.23 5209443.64 

Stumps 502073.94 5209509.62 
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